THE PERSONAL RULE OF JOHN ADAMS
the preference shown for Hamilton, but McHenry
showed him Washington's letter and argued the
matter so persistently that Adams finally sent the
nominations to the Senate in the same order
as Washington had requested. Confirmation
promptly followed, and a few days later Adams
departed for his home at Quincy, Massachusetts,
without notice to his Cabinet. It soon appeared
that he was in the sulks. When McHenry wrote
to him about proceeding with the organization of
the army, he replied that he was willing provided
Knox's precedence was acknowledged, and he
added that the five New England States would not
patiently submit to the humiliation of having
Knox's claim disregarded.
From August 4 to October 13, wrangling over
this matter went on. The members of the Cabinet
were in a difficult position. It was their under-
standing that Washington's stipulations had bee]
accepted, but the President now proposed a differ-
ent arrangement. Pickering and McHenry wrote
to Washington explaining the situation in detail.
News of the differences between Adams and
Washington of course soon got about and caused
a great buzz in political circles. Adams became
angry over the opposition he was meeting, and on